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REIGATE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Stephens  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1920,  the 
fifteenth  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  preparing.  It 
follows  as  closely  as  practicable  the  Memorandum  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  February  of  this  year,  and  there¬ 
fore  contains  certain  matters  of  general  information  which 
were  required  in  1919. 

The  year  has  been  marked  chiefly  by  the  resumption  of 
routine'  inspections  of  cottage  property,  and  of  premises 
which  come  under  the  control  of  local  authorities,  and  good 
progress  has  been  made  in  this  respect,  though  the  arrears 
which  have  accumulated  since  1914  will  require  a  long  time 
to  overtake. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  all  extremely 
satisfactory,  so  much  so  that  their  maintenance  year  by  year 
in  the  future  can  scarcely  be  expected. 

I  am,  * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  PORTER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Reigate, 

23 rd  March ,  1921. 


SECTION  I. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Population.  At  the  census  of  1911  the  population  was 
21,195.  For  the  middle  of  1920  it  is  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  at  20,331. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character.  The  district 
is  generally  of  an  undulating  character,  divided  into  two 
unequal  portions  by  the  escarpment  of  the  North  Downs. 
The  northern  or  smaller  portion,  with  a  subsoil  of  chalk, 
covered  in  places  by  clay  brick  earth  or  gravel,  varies  in 
elevation  from  about  300  to  750  feet  above  O.D.  The  southern 
portion  varies  from  about  150  to  450  feet,  the  subsoil  in  the 
south  being  the  weald  clay  with  a  few  small  deposits  of  gravel 
and  palludina  limestone,  while  between  the  downs  and  weald 
clay  are  successive  narrow  outcrops  of  upper  greensand, 
gault  and  lower  greensand,  running  east  and  west. 

The  district,  consisting  of  13  civil  parishes,  and  covering 
44,651  acres,  is  essentially  residential  and  agricultural, 
with  numerous  dai^  farms,  and  the  only  factory  of  any  size 
is  the  Uanston  Monotype  Corporation  in  Horley  Parish. 
There  are  limeworks  in  Buckland,  Betchworth  and  Merstham, 
and  Fullers  Earth  pits  in  Nutfield.  The  district  is  traversed 
by  two  railway  companies,  which  afford  emplo3^ment  for  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants.  It  will  be  noted  that  none  of 
these  occupations  have  an  adverse  influence  on  the  health  of 
the  workers. 

The  Reigate  Union  comprises  the  Borough  as  well  as  the 
Rural  District,  a  population  of  about  50,000. 

During  the  year  ending  Lady  Day,  1920,  the  cost  of 
persons  receiving  indoor  relief  was  £7,416  ;  and  out-relief, 
£3,045.  The  cost  of  maintenance  in  hospitals,  certified 
schools,  etc.,  was  £972  ;  and  of  lunatics,  £6,920.  The 
number  of  days  maintenance  of  inmates  in  the  Guardians’ 
Institution  was  73,870,  including  12,976  as  regards  the 
Childrens’  Homes. 


4 


o 


H^ 

PP 

< 


co 

<5 

a 

02 

d 

o 

HH 

h 

a 

*« 

Pi 

Q 

£ 

< 

!  ° 

:  CV 

1  <JJ 


o 

fc 

HH 

« 

Q 

Eh 

O 

HH 

P5 

H 

02 


a 

c 


a 

o 

CO 

o 

Hi 

Eh 

HH 

Eh 

< 

Eh 

CQ 

a 

Eh 

HH 


o 

S5 

H-H 

o  . 
z:  H 
o  u 

J 

w* 
CD  h 

h  « 
<  a 

q  H 

o 

w 

Z 


CO 

V 

•M 

rt 


(4 

a 


CO 


O 

o 


os 


o 


CO 

O' 


tH 

4) 

£1 

e 

3 

z 


GO 

b 


d- 

o 

w 

o 

OS 

lO 

i— i 

re 

O' 

GO 

o 

<N 

os 

c* 

OS 

OS 

V 

ae 

rt 


H 

as 

w 

>H 


o 

T3 

a 

D 


Sh 

v 

&o . 


</> 


Rate 

1,0C 

Nei 

Birtl 

hi 

oo 

55 

OS 

VO 

co 

OO 

52 

33 

U 

£ 

00 

00 

d- 

co 

VO 

SO 

§ 

* 

os 

w 

hi 

os 

hH 

H i 

4) 

4-* 

OO  vO 

d" 

1^ 

hH 

d* 

3 

ex 

vo  in 

rfN 

Ol 

d* 

os 

H-h  hi 

hH 

hH 

hH 

Ol 

4-* 

4— 1 

(/) 

ffi 

0) 

55 

tH 

4> 

oo  s>> 

os 

GO 

GO 

vo 

-Q 

"4  Ol 

O'- 

OO 

so 

« 

E 

3 

co  co 

OS 

os 

Ol 

d” 

Z 

■jaquxnM 

M  O 

d*  h- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

•4 

I. 

CO 

OS 

papaaaoDufi 

oo  CO 

OS 

OS 

rs 

d* 

"0 

TO 

c 

•  l— H 

H 

o 

•  <-H 

g 

3 

W 

*  4- *  4- 

H —  %r  *1 — 

*  -! — 

-*-> 

Ct 

O 

>• 

O  of"  So.'O  vO  O  O  GO 

os 

hH 

4-* 

rj  1 

OC  so  01  01 

vO  OC 

CO  00 

vO  VO 

re 

3 

TO 

U 

CMsC  co 

OS  l-s 

cc 

co  vo 

re 

a 

3 

hh  On  — *  Qn 

O  oo 

0s 

C  O' 

o 

o 

Oh 

d 

<D 

«4H  1 

OS  r*  01  H i 

OS  M 

0)  M 

Ol  HH 

OS 

E 

*d 

-HH 

0  1 

1 

</> 

0) 

j 

IX 

< 

w 

>H 


in 

'O 

s^ 

OO 

c^ 

o 

HH 

hi 

H 

hH 

H 

os 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O' 

hH 

hH 

4H 

hH 

hH 

M 

03 

3 

O) 

3 

43 

O 


id 

CJ 


OS 

of 

p 

bfi 

3 


3 

d 

o 


3 

a 

o 

a 

”3  § 
-*->  .2 
o  O 
Eh  j3 

3 

.  a 

§& 
d  P 
-  a> 

C/)  -+-> 

S  2 
• 

g^rd 
d  -m 

8S 

°  Q 

4>  - 

4->  - 

d 

lH  ~h~ 

s 

Ph 

aj  d 
2 1 
S3 

2  3 
s  a 

E  a 

d 


3£ 

o  2 

4-> 

Jh 

hW 
io  - 


tH 

<l> 

4-* 

d 

& 

d 

Cj 


d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 


<L> 

a 

a 

d 


c-> 

#C 


d 
Q J 

tH 


The  Reigate  and  Redhill  Hospital,  with  43  beds  and  9 
cots,  serves  the  Rural  District  as  well  as  the  Borough.  The 
Horley  Cottage  Hospital  offers  facilities  for  Horley,  Burstow 
and  Chari  wood.  Neither  institution  has  a  regular  out-patient 
department.  Seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  patients  were 
admitted  into  the  former  hospital  during  1920. 

Vital  Statistics,  Table  I  shows  the  estimated  population, 
birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  infant  mortality  for  each  of  the 
past  six  years.  During  the  five  years  prior  to  1920,  the 
Registrar-General  provided  two  estimated  populations,  the 
larger  for  calculating  the  birth-rate,  the  smaller  for  calculating 
the  death-rate,  and  intended  to  exclude  residents  serving 
with  the  Forces.  Only  one  estimate  is  calculated  for  1920. 
The  Census  results  will  probably  show  that  the  figure  should 
have  been  appreciably  greater,  and  it  is  likely  that  the 
calculated  birth  and  death  rates  are  of  even  less  comparative 
value  than  usual  at  the  end  of  a  census  period. 

Birth-rate.  The  nett  births  registered  during  the  year 
were  455,  as  against  288  in  1919,  and  a  mean  of  303  for  the 
five  years  1915-19.  There  were  237  males  and  218  females, 
16  of  the  males  and  14  of  the  females  being  illegitimate,  a 
percentage  of  6.6.  The  birth-rate  on  the  estimated  population 
is  22.4,  comparing  with  14.1  in  1919,  and  a  mean  of  14.3  for 
the  five  years  preceding  1920.  The  number  of  births  has  only 
been  exceeded  once  since  statistics  have  been  recorded  in 
the  district,  namely,  in  1908,  when  there  were  466  births, 
corresponding  to  a  birth-rate  of  24.2  per  1000  population. 
Up  to  1906,  however,  the  rate  was  usually  between  22  and  24. 
In  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  for  1920  was  25.4. 
The  “  natural  increase  in  population,”  i.e.,  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  250. 

Death  Rate.  The  nett  deaths  at  all  ages  amounted  to 
205,  as  compared  with  182  in  1919  and  a  mean  of  227  for  the 
5  3rears  1915-19,  comprising  89  males  and  116  females.  The 
nett  death  rate  was  10.8  per  1000  on  the  estimated  population, 
as  against  9.3  in  1919  and  a  mean  of  11.8.  for  the  five  years 
1915-19.  There  was  an  entire  absence  of  deaths  from  measles, 


whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea.  Influenza  was  registered  as 
the  primary  cause  in  18,  which  is  about  the  average.  Deaths 
from  cancer  amounted  to  30,  which  is  above  the  average. 

Deaths  among  persons  of  05  and  upwards  formed 
47.6  per  cent,  of  the  total,  about  the  normal  figure,  but  those 
among  persons  of  80  years  and  upwards  amounted  to  18  per 
cent.,  and  of  persons  over  90  to  4  per  cent.,  both  of  which  are 
above  the  average. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1920  was  12.4 


per  1000. 

The  tabulated  causes  of  death  were  as  under  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Ali,  Causes  ... 

89 

116 

1  Enteric  fever 

2  Small-pox 

3  Measles 

4  Scarlet  fever 

5  Whooping  Cough  ... 

6  Diphtheria  and  croup 

o 

LJ 

7  Influenza  ... 

7 

11 

8  Erysipelas 

9  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

5 

8 

10  Tuberculous  meningitis 

1 1  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

16 

14 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

2 

14  Meningitis 

15  Organic  heart  disease 

4 

15 

16  Bronchitis 

3 

4 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

8 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

19  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

20  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

1 

2 1  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

21a  Alcoholism 

1 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

5 

23  Puerperal  fever 

1 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

1 

25  Congenital  debility,  &c. 

4 

2 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide  ... 

4 

1 

27  Suicide 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

36 

41 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis  Eethargica 

! 
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Infant  Mortality.  There  were  15  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  as  compared  with  the  same  number  in  1919, 
and  a  mean  of  20  for  the  five  years  1915-19.  On  the  455  births 
the  mortality  becomes  39.  This  is  a  far  lower  figure  than  has 
ever  been  previously  recorded  in  the  district,  comparing 
with  52  in  1919  (the  next  lowest  rate),  and  a  mean  of  61  for 
the  five  years  ending  1919.  In  England  and  Wales  the  figure 
was  80. 

The  causes  of  death  were : — Premature  birth  and 
other  antenatal  conditions,  6  ;  influenza,  3  ;  bronchitis  or 
pneumonia,  4  ;  convulsions,  2. 

The  mortality  figure  would  have  been  even  lower  (namely, 
30)  but  for  the  existence  of  the  Home  for  illegitimate  children 
at  Duxhurst.  The  births  of  these  infants  are  credited  to  the 
districts  in  which  they  occur,  while  their  deaths  are  credited 
to  the  Reigate  Rural  District. 

There  were  two  deaths  of  illegitimate  children,  one  of  them 
occuring  in  the  Home  referred  to.  The  illegitimate  mortality 
was  therefore  67  (or,  excluding  the  Duxhurst  baby,  33.5), 
while  the  mortality  among  legitimate  babies  wras  31,  a  smaller 
difference  than  is  often  observed. 


SECTION  II. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water.  All  the  parishes  with  the  exception  of  Kingswood 
are  in  the  area  of  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  The 
supply  is  constant  and  of  high  quality.  It  is  derived  from 
deep  bores  in  the  chalk  at  Kenley  and  Purley,  and  most  of 
the  temporary  hardness  is  removed  before  delivery.  The 
various  service  reservoirs  are  at  sufficient  elevations  to 
ensure  adequate  pressure  in  the  mains.  Up  to  the  present 
the  supply  has  been  ample,  but  the  population  in  the 
Company’s  area  is  certain  to  increase  rapidly  when  building 
operations  on  a  large  scale  can  be  resumed,  and  the  area  of 
chalk  from  which  the  water  is  derived  is  tapped  by  other 
water  authorities. 
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Kingswood  parish  is  supplied  by  the  Sutton  District 
Water  Company,  the  water  being  derived  from  deep  wells 
and  adits  in  the  chalk  at  Sutton  and  Woodmansterne.  This 
water  is  also  softened  and  delivered  at  high  pressure. 

There  are  many  farms  and  dwellings  situated  off  roads, 
where  the  Companies’  mains  are  not  laid,  and  these  have 
to  depend  on  wells,  rainwater  tanks,  ponds  or  springs.  A 
relatively  small  number  of  dwellings,  erected  prior  to  the 
laying  of  mains,  are  still  supplied  by  wells.  During  the  year 
the  public  supply  was  laid  on  to  two  cottages,  the  wells  at 
two  others  were  improved,  and  new  wells  were  in  course 
of  construction  at  two  further  ones.  In  connection  with  a 
new  building  estate  in  Chaldon  parish,  the  owner  of  a  new 
house  was  summoned  and  convicted  for  occupying  it  without 
obtaining  a  water  certificate. 

The  District  Council  opposed  that  portion  of  the 
Croydon  Corporation  Water  Bill  which  sought  to  obtain 
water  from  wells  in  the  chalk  adjoining  the  District. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  river  Mole  and  its  tributaries 
flow  through  the  district  and  are  kept  under  observation  by 
the  Thames  Conservancy.  No  complaints  of  pollution  were 
received  during  the  year.  On  the  chalk  formation  there  are 
no  streams. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Portions  of  the  villages  of 
Horley,  Merstham,  Nutfield  and  Charlwood  are  sewered,  the 
sewage  being  dealt  with  on  the  land  after  preliminary 
treatment.  Elsewhere  premises  are  usually  drained  to 
cesspools,  the  contents  being  attended  to  by  the  occupiers  or 
owners.  Where  the  land  in  connection  with  cottages  is  too 
small,  or  is  otherwise  unsuitable  for  the  reception  of  cesspool 
contents,  a  pail  is  usually  provided  under  the  sink,  and  the 
fresh  waste  water  can  then  be  disposed  of. 

The  works  and  cottages  of  the  Eanston  Monotype 
Corporation  have  a  small  installation  consisting  of  a  septic 
tank  and  percolating  coke  filter,  the  effluent  discharging  into 
a  roadside  ditch  connected  to  a  stream.  There  is  a  similar 
installation  at  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  and  a  few 
large  residences  have  private  installations  of  varying  degrees 
of  efficiency. 
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Cesspool  emptying  plants,  with  petrol  driven  engine 
pumps,  are  provided  in  the  civil  parishes  of  Betchworth, 
Kingswood  and  Walton-on-the-Hill.  In  Betchworth  the  work 
is  done  by  contract,  and  during  the  year  the  petrol  pump  was 
replaced  by  a  manual  pump.  In  Kingswood  and  Walton- 
on-the-Hill  Parochial  Committees  supervise  the  work.  The 
consideration  of  sewering  Walton-on-the-Hill  has  been  left 
in  abeyance. 

Closet  Accommodation.  In  the  sewered  portions  of  the 
district  water  closets  are  universal,  and  this  type  of  conven¬ 
ience  exists  m  many  of  the  premises  drained  to  cesspools. 
Elsewhere  pail  closets  are  the  rule,  and  privies  with  fixed 
receptacles  are  abolished  when  found  on  inspection.  The 
approximate  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  conveniences 
are  unknown,  save  where  the}'  are  recorded  in  this  and 
previous  annual  reports  in  connection  with  house  to  house 
inspection. 

Among  588  houses  inspected,  302  had  water  closets, 
267  pail  or  earth  closets,  and  19  had  privies. 

Scavenging.  The  emptying  of  cesspools  in  certain 
parishes  has  been  described  under  the  heading  of  drainage 
and  sewerage.  In  addition  to  the  plants  mentioned,  the 
Council  have  a  hand  worked  cesspool  pump,  which  can  be 
hired  by  owners  or  occupiers  requiring  its  use. 

In  Betchworth,  Kingswood,  and  Walton-on-the-Hill 
closet  pails  are  collected,  and  the  contents  suitably  dealt 
with.  In  the  first-named  parish  the  work  is  done  by  contract  ; 
in  the  latter  two  by  the  respective  Parochial  Committees. 

House  refuse  is  removed  by  contract  in  the  populous 
portions  of  Horley  and  Merstham  parishes.  Moveable  bins 
are  the  receptacles  provided  in  these  areas,  and  there  has  been 
an  improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  the  refuse  collection. 
In  Horley,  refuse  is  removed  fortnightly  ;  in  Merstham,  a 
weekly  removal  is  effected  in  the  four  summer  months,  the 
interval  being  a  fortnight  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.  Changes  in  the 
staff,  which  are  referred  to  in  Section  VI,  interfered  materially 
with  the  routine  inspection  of  the  district. 
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(a)  The  following  is  a  classified  list  of  inspections  made 
in  1920  : — 


Inspections  (including 

r 

> 

re-inspections) 

of  dwelling  houses  ... 

1,379 

) )  y  y 

,,  dairies,  cowsheds 

and  milkshops 

397 

y  y  y  y 

, ,  Slaughter  houses . . . 

178 

y  y  y  y 

,,  Factories  &  workshops 

211 

(b  &  c.)  Three  hundred  and  sixty-three  informal  notices 
were  served  during  the  year  :  of  these  all  but  92 
had  been  complied  with  by  the  31st  December. 
Only  one  Statutory  Notice  proved  to  be  necessary, 
and  this  was  complied  with. 

Premises  that  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws  or 
Regulations.  Cowsheds,  dairies,  milkshops  and  slaughter 
houses  are  referred  to  in  Section  III.  There  are  no  Common 
Dodging  Houses,  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive  trades  or 
underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  district. 

Schools.  There  are  19  public  elementary  schools.  With 
few  exceptions  these  are  either  modern  buildings,  or  older 
ones  brought  up  to  date.  Such  exceptions  as  there  are 
belong  to  small  parishes,  and  are  reasonably  satisfactory. 
The  public  water  supply  is  laid  on  to  all. 

While  the  routine  medical  inspection  at  the  schools  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  medical  staff,  the  control  of 
infectious  and  contagious  disease  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  School  Nurses  render  valuable 
assistance,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  has  risen  since 
they  were  appointed. 

In  connection  with  outbreaks  of  such  infectious  diseases 
as  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  a  visit  to  the  school  has  always 
been  a  matter  of  routine,  and  a  search  for  carriers  is  made 
by  examining  the  children  and  enquiring  about  absentees. 

The  school  teachers  report  children  absent  from  infectious 
or  contagious  disease  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Fifty-four  visits  to  schools  and  118  to  the  houses  of 
individual  children  were  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  Below  are  the  returns 
prescribed  by  the  Home  Office  : — 
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1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inpectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

16 

1 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

...  127 

10 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report) 

68 

Total 

211 

11 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK¬ 
PLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 

Referred 

Number 

of 

Found. 

Remedied. 

to  H.M. 

Prosecu- 

Inspector. 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  : 

10 

10 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes... 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (s.101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (ss.  97  to  100)  ... 
Other  offences  ...  ...  : 

(Excluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  outwork  which  j 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  | 
this  Report)  ...  ...  I 

Total  ...  ... 

11 

10 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3. — Outworkers.  Two  lists  were  received  from  a  Metro¬ 
politan  Borough  respecting  one  outworker  in  the  dressmaking 
trade. 


4.— REGISTERED 

WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Bakehouses 

18 

Eaundries  (workshop) 

10 

Important  classes  of  workshops,  such 

Bootmakers 

16 

workshop  bakehouses  may  be  enu- 

Tailors 

4 

merated  here 

Dressmakers. . . 

5 

,  Others 

19 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

72 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

(1) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : —  ... 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 
(s.  133,  1901) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred/  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi-l 
able  under  the  Public  Health] 

Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory) 

and  Workshops  Act  (s. 5, 1901)  I  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent 

\  to  H.M.  Inspector... 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Number. 

(2) 


9 
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SECTION  III. 


FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  The  register  of  dairies,  cowsheds  and 
milkshops  was  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  registered  cowkeepers  was  115,  and  the 
average  number  of  cows  kept  amounted  to  1,571.  There  were 
paid  397  visits  :  23  sheds  were  improved  as  to  lighting  and 
ventilation,  48  as  to  paving  and  draining,  and  24  sheds  were 
limewashed  after  the  service  of  informal  notices,  or  on  request. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  sheds  are  well  constructed,  and  the 
standard  of  maintenance  is  up  to  the  average  in  this  country. 
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Some  of  the  principal  exceptions  are  sheds  on  small  holdings 
which  were  never  intended  to  house  cows,  and  which  need 
considerable  alteration  to  make  them  reasonably  satisfactory. 
The  appropriate  Committee  of  the  County  Council  has  been 
approached  on  the  subject,  but  up  to  the  present  no  decision 
has  been  arrived  at. 

Well  constructed  sheds  are  insufficient  of  themselves  for 
the  production  of  clean  and  wholesome  milk.  Adequate 
grooming  of  the  cows,  adequate  artificial  lighting  of  the  sheds, 
and  adequate  provision  of  water,  soap  and  towels,  and  of 
suitable  milking  pails  are  among  the  essentials,  but  are 
seldom  found,  while  to  these  must  be  added  knowledge  and 
enthusiasm  in  not  only  the  cowkeeper  himself,  but  in  all 
who  are  engaged  in  milk  production. 

There  are  5  registered  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district. 

Three  suspected  cases  of  anthrax  were  reported  on  milk 
farms  during  the  year,  but  in  each  instance  the  diagnosis  was 
not  confirmed. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919.  This  Order 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council  through  the  various 
Child  Welfare  Centres. 

(b)  Meat.  The  13  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  are 
classified  as  follows  : — 

In  1914.  In  January,  1920.  In  December,  1920. 
Registered  ...  8...  3  ...  3 

Licensed  ...  7  ...  10  ...  10 

Two  of  the  premises  in  1914  have  ceased  to  be  occupied, 
and  3  others  have  been  transferred  to  the  licensed  class  on 
change  of  occupation.  The  licenses  are  all  annual  ones. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  inspections  of  the  premises 
have  been  carried  out,  and,  in  all,  203  stone  of  meat  has  been 
surrendered  for  destruction.  No  formal  seizure  has  been 
necessary.  No  tuberculous  meat  has  been  found  in  the 
slaughter  houses.  The  condition  of  the  premises  may  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  It  is  obvious  that  constant 
supervision  over  the  slaughtering  in  13  slaughter  houses 
scattered  over  a  wide  area  is  a  physical  impossibility. 
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The  weekly  market  in  Horley  is  visited  regularly,  and 
the  animals  are  inspeeted  prior  to  the  auction.  On  several 
occasions  animals  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  were  noted, 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  to  whose  districts  these  were 
destined,  were  advised. 

One  instance  of  slaughtering  sheep  on  unlicensed  premises 
was  reported  to  the  Council  ;  on  investigation  it  was  ascer¬ 
tained  that  they  had  been  killed  in  an  emergency  owing  to 
foot-rot,  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

An  application  was  made  during  the  year  for  a  Knacker’s 
licence  at  Gatwick  Kennels,  which  was  granted  subject  to 
the  premises  being  put  in  a  proper  state  of  repair. 

(c)  Other  Foods.  With  the  exception  of  18  bakehouses, 
all  of  which  are  well  constructed  and  maintained,  there  are 
few  other  premises  in  the  district  where  food  is  prepared. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  The  County  Inspector  took 
62  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
Of  these  27  were  of  milk  (including  2  informal  samples).  Nine 
of  the  formal  and  1  of  the  informal  samples  were  adulterated. 
Three  prosecutions  followed,  one  only  being  successful.  The 
5  samples  of  butter,  2  of  cheese,  4  of  margarine,  2  of  lard, 
1  of  bread,  1  of  coffee,  1  of  beer  and  8  of  drugs  were  reported 
as  genuine.  Among  16  “  other  articles  ”  2  were  adulterated. 
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SECTION  IV. 


THE  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 


1 .  Notifiable  Diseases.  The  following  table  shows  the 
civil  parishes  involved  during  1920  : — 


«f.-  -V'.  ju ca 

Parish. 

a 

Scarlet  Fever,  j 

Diphtheria.  | 

Erysipelas.  jj 

8 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  j 

Tuberculosis,  j 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Dysentery 

5 

Enteric  Fever.* 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

1  ! 

|  Malaria  j 

Betch  worth 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

ill 

4 

iii 

•  ii 

•  •  « 

iii 

1 

Burstow  ... 

9 

hJ 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Chaldon  ... 

1 

7 

•  ii 

•  •  • 

•  ii 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cliarl  wood 

1 

»»i 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  it 

•  •  t 

iii 

•  •  • 

Chipstead... 

•  •  • 

•  •I 

1 

2 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

iii 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Horley  ... 

36 

9 

5 

3 

8 

1 

iii 

•  ii 

1 

Kings  wood 

3 

•  •  • 

in 

•  ii 

1 

•  it 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Merstham .. 

7 

7 

5 

10 

10 

1 

7 

4 

•  •  • 

Nutfield  ... 

4 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ii 

•  •  • 

WaBon-on- 

the-Hill.. 

10 

9 

bU 

iii 

•  •  • 

iii 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Total  . . . 

64 

28 

13 

18 

27 

2 

7 

4 

1 

9 

& 

In  addition,  there  was  one  case  of  encephalitis  lethargica 
in  Horley,  one  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  Walton-on- the- 
Hill,  and  one  of  acute  poliomyelitis  in  Nutfield.  No  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases  occurred  in  Buckland,  Gatton  or  Leigh. 

Out  of  the  total  of  07  cases,  Netherne  Asylum,  in  the 
Parish  of  Merstham,  accounted  for  32,  or  nearly  one-half, 
made  up  of  9  cases  of  pneumonia,  7  of  dysentery,  7  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  4  of  enteric  fever,  4  of  erysipelas, 
and  1  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  The  advantage  to  the 
public  of  having  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in 
institutions  of  this  character  is  not  obvious,  and  is  incom¬ 
mensurate  with  the  expense  and  clerical  labour  involved. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  scarlet  fever  cases,  including  two 
found  by  myself  in  the  course  of  visiting  children  absent  from 
school,  occurred  in  44  different  houses,  and  55  were  removed 
to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Horley  was  the  parish  principal!}'  involved.  Whilst 
occasional  cases  occurred  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
the  year,  there  was  nothing  approaching  a  connected  outbreak 
until  the  end  of  August,  after  which  22  cases  were  notified  in 
18  houses,  the  majority  in  October.  School  attendance 
appeared  to  exert  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  spread  of 
infection,  and  closure  was  unnecessary.  The  circumstances 
suggested  that  there  were  at  large  unrecognised  cases  of  the 
disease  above  or  below  school  age,  probably  the  former. 
A  few  attacks  also  occurred  among  persons  in  adjoining 
parishes  shortly  after  visits  to  Horley.  Among  those  notified 
in  the  last  four  months  of  the  year,  six  of  the  primary  attacks 
took  place  in  adults.  Continued  supervision  was  exercised 
over  children  absent  from  school  on  account  of  illness,  and 
one  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  thus  discovered.  Those 
attending  school  were  frequently  examined  for  evidence  of 
peeling  :  one  or  two  children  were  sent  home  on  suspicion 
but  the  peeling  appeared  not  to  be  due  to  attacks  of  scarlet 
fever. 

Return  Cases.  A  member  of  a  family  was  attacked  on 
the  16th  March,  two  other  members  having  been  discharged 
from  hospital  on  the  28th  February  and  3rd  March  respectively. 
In  another  instance  two  children  were  attacked  on  the  24th 
and  26th  March,  their  brother  having  returned  from  hospital 
on  the  17th  February.  There  were  48  scarlet  fever  patients 
discharged  from  hospital  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  Including  four  children  found  by  myself 
in  school  suffering  from  the  nasal  form  of  the  disease,  there 
were  28  cases  derived  from  21  houses  during  the  year,  and  all 
but  three  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  were  2  deaths 
among  those  removed,  and  2  among  those  not  removed. 
The  former  consisted  of  two  children  aged  3  and  5  respectively, 
the  younger  having  been  suffering  from  the  complaint  almost 
a  fortnight  before  medical  advice  was  obtained.  The  other 
was  removed  to  hospital  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease.  Of 
the  latter  class  one  was  a  child  of  4,  who  had  been  attacked 
in  Fondon,  and  brought  down  to  Burstow  to  recuperate, 
the  nature  of  the  illness  not  having  been  recognised  in  Fondon. 
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The  other  was  a  woman  of  46,  who  had  suffered  from  chronic 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  whose  death  appears  to  have  been 
due  mainly  to  that  condition.  Towards  the  end  hoarseness 
was  noticed,  and  a  swab  taken  from  the  throat  shewed  the 
presence  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 

Among  the  28  cases,  the  disease  was  limited  to  the  nose 
in  seven  instances. 

The  principal  group  formed  a  small  outbreak  among 
children  attending  Salfords  School  in  Horley  Parish,  and 
consisted  of  6  cases  in  as  many  different  houses.  There 
were  also  2  cases  in  2  houses  among  children  attending  the 
school,  but  living  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate,  whilst  a  ninth 
case  occurred  in  an  adult.  The  little  outbreak  extended 
from  the  30th  June  to  the  18th  July,  with  a  small 
recrudescence  in  September.  In  all,  three  carriers  were 
found,  as  well  as  one  definite  nasal  case  in  school.  A  search 
for  cases  among  children  absent  from  school  gave  negative 
results.  Two  of  the  carriers  had  been  among  the  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  a  similar  outbreak  in  the  summer  of  1919,  and 
it  is  possible  that  the  infection  of  that  year  had  persisted  into 
1920,  and  had  caused  the  outbreak  in  1920.  The  school  was 
closed  on  the  9th  July  till  the  summer  holidays. 

Carriers.  Twenty-six  children  in  infected  houses  were 
examined  bacteriologically,  and  four  were  found  to  be 
infectious,  3  in  the  nose  and  1  in  the  throat.  These,  as  well 
as  a  nasal  carrier  found  in  vSalfords  School,  were  removed  to 
hospital. 

Prolonged  Infection.  Patients  are  not  discharged  from 
hospital  until  at  least  two  successive  swabs  from  both  throat 
and  nose  have  yielded  negative  bacteriological  results. 
Children  of  school  age  are  re-examined  shortly  after  their 
arrival  home.  There  were  no  instances  of  abnormally 
long  duration  of  infection.  In  only  four  did  the  period 
extend  over  three  months,  and  in  none  over  four  In  one  case 
the  throat  gave  a  positive  swab  after  the  child  had  returned 
home,  but  a  specimen  taken  three  weeks  later  yielded  a 
negative  result. 
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Enteric  Fever.  Four  cases  were  notified  among  inmates 
of  Netlierne  Asylum  and  three  of  them  died. 

Pneumonia.  Of  the  18  notifications  received,  9  referred 
to  inmates  of  Netherne  Asylum.  Among  the  remainder  the 
condition  was  a  complication  of  influenza  in  5  instances. 
No  action  by  the  Council  was  necessary. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  One  notification  was  received, 
the  attack  being  of  moderate  severity,  which  quickly  yielded 
to  treatment  at  home. 

Puerperal  Fever.  The  single  notification  received  referred 
to  a  Brockham  woman,  who  was  being  attended  at  her 
first  confinement  by  her  unskilled  mother.  The  labour  was 
prolonged,  but  a  doctor  was  not  sent  for  until  a  long  period 
had  elapsed,  when  it  was  completed  under  anaesthesia.  The 
patient  was  removed  to  the  Infirmary  four  days  later,  and 
recovered. 

A  death  from  puerperal  fever  occurred  in  the  Infirmary, 
the  patient  being  an  unmarried  woman  from  Merstham. 
The  case  was  not  officially  notified. 

Dysentery.  The  7  cases  notified  were  inmates  of  Netherne 
Asylum. 

Malaria.  The  three  patients  were  ex-soldiers,  who  had 
contracted  the  disease  whilst  serving  in  the  East.  They  were 
all  receiving  medical  treatment. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  One  notification  was  received  in 
October,  the  patient,  a  girl  of  3,  being  attacked  in  July. 
There  was  considerable  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  left 
lower  limb,  with  some  talipes  valgus.  She  was  receiving 
massage  and  radiant  heat  treatment  privately,  and  the 
condition  was  improving.  There  was  no  suggestive  illness  of 
a  similar  character  in  the  house  or  neighbourhood. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  A  girl  aged  15  months  was 
attacked  at  the  end  of  August  on  the  day  after  her  return 
from  the  seaside.  She  died  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  illness. 
The  remainder  of  the  family  were  in  good  health. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Of  the  27  cases  notified,  7  were 
inmates  of  Netherne  Asylum. 
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Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis.  Two  notifications  were 
received,  one  being  an  inmate  of  Netherne  Asylum.  The 
other  was  a  child  of  8,  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  left 
ankle  joint. 

The  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations, 

1917.  No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

2.  The  Non-notifiable  Diseases. 

Influenza.  Emergency  Committees  were  appointed  for 
the  various  parishes  with  power  to  act,  in  case  the  disease 
reached  epidemic  extent,  but  it  was  unnecessary  to  summon 
any  of  them.  Five  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were 
notified,  and,  during  the  year,  18  deaths  were  registered  as 
due  to  influenza,  9  in  the  first  quarter,  2  in  the  third,  and  7 
in  the  fourth.  This  total  approximates  to  the  average  for  the 
years  prior  to  1918. 

Vaccine  was  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  Only  three  doctors  residing  in  the 
Rural  District  applied  for  it,  and,  since  two  of  them  failed  to 
send  in  their  returns  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  used, 
I  have  no  information  as  to  the  value  of  the  treatment. 

In  February  the  children  attending  Leigh  School  were 
attacked  with  a  febrile  catarrh,  locally  described  as  “influenza” 
and  the  school  was  closed  for  a  fortnight. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  For  the  first  year  since 
1906  it  was  unnecessary  to  close  any  school  for  either  of  these 
complaints,  and  no  deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  them. 
There  were  38  cases  of  measles,  1  of  rubella,  and  7  of  whooping 
cough  reported  by  the  school  teachers. 

Mumps.  There  were  44  cases  reported  by  the  Head 
Teachers  during  the  year,  the  parish  chiefly  involved  being 
Charlwood,  where  the  school  was  closed  during  the  month  of 
February. 

Among  other  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  reported 
from  the  schools  were  13  cases  of  chicken-pox,  13  of  scabies, 
3  of  impetigo,  and  2  of  ringworm. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  there  was  an  exceptionally  small 
prevalence  of  these  diesases  during  1920. 

Rabies.  One  suspected  case  in  a  dog  was  reported  in 
Walton-on-the-Hill  in  January,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed. 
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SECTION  V. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Domiciliary  visits  to  mothers  and  infants  are  carried  out 
by  two  County  Health  Visitors  and  two  District  Nurses. 

Mrs.  Comper  still  acts  as  Health  Visitor,  vSchool  Nurse, 
and  Tuberculosis  Visitor  for  the  seven  more  westerly  parishes, 
and  paid  9  visits  to  expectant  mothers,  196  primary  and  906 
subsequent  visits  to  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months,  and 
144  visits  to  infants  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5. 

Visits  in  connection  with  tuberculosis  amounted  to 
51,  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  210,  and  those 
of  a  miscellaneous  character  94.  She  has  charge  of  the  four 
infant  welfare  centres  established  in  the  District.  Her  infant 
welfare  work  has  been  carried  out  with  the  customary 
efficiency  and  success,  though  it  is  occasionally  somewhat 
interfered  with  by  the  demands  of  the  schools. 

In  the  easterly  parishes  there  has  been  a  change  ;  Miss 
Miller,  who  carries  out  infant  welfare  work  in  Burstow,  Chaldon 
and  Nutfield,  and  who  is  school  nurse  and  tuberculosis  visitor 
in  these  parishes  as  well  as  in  Merstham  and  Chipstead,  and 
is  also  tuberculosis  nurse  at  the  Redhill  Dispensary,  has 
replaced  Miss  Oates,  who  had  under  her  charge  seven  parishes 
in  Godstone  Rural  District  in  addition  to  those  in  Reigate 
Rural  District.  This  has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  visits  paid 
to  infants,  though  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  this 
respect,  the  school  and  tuberculosis  work  encroaching  unduly 
on  her  time. 

The  work  of  the  two  District  Nurses  in  Chipstead  and 
Merstham  (with  portions  of  Gatton  and  Nutfield  Parishes)  has 
continued  to  be  very  satisfactory.  There  were  no  infant 
deaths  in  1920,  and  only  one  in  1919,  corresponding  to  an 
infant  mortality  rate  for  the  two  years  of  8.1  on  the  123 
births  registered.  Moreover,  the  weight  curves  of  nearty 
all  the  infants  have  been  satisfactory,  and  appreciably  above 
the  average  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  district. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres.  The  following  were  the  atten¬ 
dances  at  the  four  centres  in  1920  : — 


Horley.  Infants  under  1  year 

Primary.  Subsequent. 
52  ...  407 

> } 

between  1  and  5 

4  ... 

385 

Salfords. 

under  1  year 

15  ... 

85 

y  y 

between  1  and  5 

4  ... 

125 

Lower 

Kingswood  ,, 

under  1  year 

4  ... 

39 

y  y 

between  1  and  5 

5 

193 

Walton-on- 

the-Hill  ,, 

under  1  year 

15 

118 

y  y 

between  1  and  5 

1  ... 

150 

The  Centre 

at  Horley  is  open  fortnightly  with 

a  doctor 

in  attendance  on  each  occasion.  At  Walton-on-the-Hill  and 
at  Kingswood  fortnightly  sessions  are  also  held,  a  doctor 
attending  once  a  month.  The  weighing  centre  at  Salfords  is 
held  fortnightly  in  the  house  of  a  local  resident.  There  are 
“  thrift  clubs  ”  in  connection  with  the  last  three  centres,  and 
“  health  talks  "  are  given  at  Walton-on-the-Hill  and  Kings¬ 
wood. 

The  success  of  these  Centres  is  largely  due  to  the  sustained 
efforts  of  the  Voluntary  Workers. 

District  Nursing.  The  following  parishes  have  Associa¬ 
tions  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  : — Chari- 
wood,  Chipstead,  Merstham  and  Walton-on-the-Hill,  whilst 
Associations  which  are  not  affiliated  serve  Betchworth, 
Brockham,  Horley,  Kingswood,  Salfords  and  Smallfield. 
Nurses  engaged  by  local  residents  are  available  in  Teigh  and 
Outwood.  Caterham  nurses  attend  patients  in  Chaldon. 
The  northern  portion  of  Nutfield  Civil  Parish  is  visited  by 
the  Merstham  nurse,  no  public  provision  being  made  for  the 
remainder  of  the  parish.  In  the  “  non-afliliated  ”  areas  the 
district  nurses  are  permitted  to  act  as  midwives  in  Kingswood 
and  Salfords. 

A  new  District  Nursing  Association  was  in  process  of 
formation  in  Outwood  at  the  beginning  of  1921. 
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Notification  of  Births.  While  423  births  were  registered 
in  the  district  in  1920,  40  of  them  occurred  in  1919,  and  41  of 
the  1920  births  were  registered  in  1921.  The  number  of 
births  notifiable  in  1920  was  therefore  approximately  424. 
All  were  duly  notified  except  23.  Of  these  12  occurred  in 
large  residences,  and  two  were  unattended  by  doctor  or  nurse 
(one  took  place  in  a  gipsy  caravan).  The  remaining  9  were 
apparently  oversights  by  those  responsible. 

Notifications  of  live  births  were  received  as  follows  : — 
from  doctors,  276  ;  from  midwives  or  nurses,  107  ;  from 
parents,  3  ;  from  both  doctors  and  nurses,  15. 

The  still  births  notified  amounted  to  24. 

Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis.  These  diseases  are 
referred  to  in  the  Section  on  the  communicable  diseases. 

Diarrhoea.  There  were  no  deaths  ascribed  to  this  com¬ 
plaint,  and  there  was  no  undue  prevalence  during  the  summer 
months. 


SECTION  VI. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


1.  Staff.  Mr.  Traviss,  who  was  appointed  in  January, 
1920,  commenced  his  work  on  March  1st.  His  assistant, 
Mr.  Wilson,  obtained  another  post  in  May,  and  Mr. 
Green  was  appointed  in  his  place,  beginning  his  duties  on 
J ulv  1st.  They  were  assisted  by  Mr.  Lee.  Some  of  the  arrears 
that  had  accumulated  during  the  previous  years,  were  cleared 
off  by  the  end  of  1920,  and  the  work  of  the  department  was 
re-organised. 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation.  The  Isolation  Hospital  is 
situated  in  the  north-east  corner  of  Horley  parish  and  consists 
of  a  wood  and  iron  pavilion,  a  brick  pavilion  and  a  small 
administrative  block.  The  former  pavilion  is  for  scarlet 
fever  cases,  and  each  word  can  accommodate  five  or  six 
patients,  while  there  is  a  small  room  that  can  be  used  either 
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for  actual  cases  or  for  patients  under  observation.  The  brick 
pavilion  has  two  wards  to  contain  four  or  five  patients  apiece, 
with  a  third  smaller  ward.  While  primarily  intended  for 
diphtheria  cases,  one  of  the  two  larger  wards,  which  is  capable 
of  being  entirely  cut  off  from  the  others,  is  frequently  made  use 
of  for  cases  of  enteric  fever  or  other  diseases. 

The  accommodation  described  is  small  for  the  population 
served,  and,  though  it  is  sufficient  in  most  years,  a  considerable 
outbreak,  especially  one  of  scarlet  fever,  involves  undesirable 
overcrowding. 

iVttached  to  the  hospital  is  a  current  steam  disinfector, 
which  serves  both  for  the  hospital  and  the  district  generally. 
For  the  disinfection  of  houses  a  spray  is  generally  used. 

3.  Adoptive  Acts  in  Force.  The  following  Acts  have 
been  adopted  :  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890  ;  The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  so 
far  as  this  is  applicable  to  rural  districts  ;  The  Public  Health 
Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907  (several  sections)  ;  The  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892,  in  portions  of  Betchworth,  Horlev, 
Merstham,  Nutfield  and  Walton-on-the-Hill  parishes. 

Bye-laws  applicable  to  the  whole  district  are  in  force 
with  respect  to  new  streets  and  buildings  ;  slaughter  houses  ; 
nuisances  ;  tents,  vans  and  sheds  ;  hop,  fruit  and  vegetable 
picking. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk- 
shops  were  adopted  on  10th  May,  1899. 

4.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work,  The  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  of  domestic  water  supplies, 
and  bacteriological  tests  for  diphtheria,  tuberculosis,  etc., 
are  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Five  samples  of  water  from  shallow  wells  were  examined 
chemically  and  bacteriologicallv.  One  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  domestic  purposes  ;  the  others  showed  no  evidence 
of  dangerous  pollution.  Two  were  from  trial  holes  for  new 
wells. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  swabs  examined 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  detection  of  the 
diphtheria  bacillus  : — 


Diphtheria 

bacillus 

found. 

Diphtheria 
bacillus 
not  found. 

Hofmann’s 

bacillus 

found. 

Suspected  diphtheria 

15 

33 

'j 

3 

Contacts  •••  •••  ... 

4 

37 

9 

Convalescents 

7 

70 

4 

Convalescent  Scarlet  Fever  Patients 

2 

12 

2 

28 

152 

18 

Two  samples  of  sputum  were  examined  for  the  tubercle 
bacillus,  one  with  a  positive,  the  other  with  a  negative  result. 


SECTION  VII. 


HOUSING. 

1.  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District.  There 
has  been  considerable  building  activity  during  the  year, 
52  new  buildings  having  been  completed  by  private  enterprise 


as  under : — 

Civil  Parish. 

Houses.  Cottages. 

Bungalows 

Betchworth 

6 

Burstow 

6 

Chaldon 

5 

1 

Charlwood 

2 

3 

Chipstead 

1  ... 

1 

Gatton 

1 

Horley 

1  ... 

...  17 

Kingswood 

•  •  •  1  •  • » 

2 

W  alton-on-the-Hill 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

4 

9  ... 

8 

...  35 

The  cottages  referred  to  are  all  built  on  private  estates 
for  gardeners,  chauffeurs,  etc. 

The  bungalows  are  for  the  owners'  occupation,  or  for 
sale,  and  are  scarcely  to  be  included  under  dwellings  for  the 
working  classes. 
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These,  together  with  others  in  course  of  construction, 
and  the  cottages  to  be  erected  under  the  Council’s  housing- 
scheme,  will  go  a  long  way  towards  making  up  the  deficiency 
in  accommodation,  which  has  been  accumulating  during  the 
past  few  years. 

The  revised  scheme  provides  for  the  following  cottages 


Parish. 

No.  of  houses 

Tenders 

Tenders 

in  scheme. 

obtained. 

approved. 

Betchworth 

...  8 

8  ... 

Burstow 

12  ... 

12  ... 

Chari  wood 

14  ... 

14  ... 

Chipstead 

8 

Horley 

36  ... 

20  ... 

6 

Kingswood 

16 

Leigh 

4  ... 

4  ... 

Merstham 

12  ... 

12  ... 

12 

Nutfield 

16  ... 

16  ... 

16 

Walton-on-the-Hill 

26  ... 

6 

Total 

152  ... 

92  ... 

34 

Contracts  for  the  6 

houses  in  Horley 

and  12  in 

Merstham 

have  been  signed. 

The  builders  of  104  cottages  have  received  “  A  ” 
Certificates  under  the  Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act, 
and  “  B  ”  Certificates  have  already  been  granted  in  respect 
of  43  of  them.  Many  of  them,  however,  are  being  built  for 
newcomers,  and  not  for  existing  residents  of  the  district. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  for  each  parish,  the 
figures  in  brackets  representing  the  dwellings  considered  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  as  supplying  the  requirements  of  the 
normal  inhabitants  : — 


Betchworth  - 

5 -(2) 

Horley  - 

27  -  (12) 

Burstow 

6  - 

Kingswood 

12-  (6) 

Chaldon  - 

-  17  -  (4) 

Leigh 

2 

Charlwood 

6  -  (3) 

Merstham 

13-  (1) 

Chipstead 

-  6  -  (3) 

W  alton-on-the-Hill 

10-  (7) 
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(II)  Overcrowding.  As  stated  in  my  report  for  1919, 
“  overcrowding  ”  is  a  somewhat  indefinite  term,  and  used 
differently  by  different  individuals.  Employing  the  term 
strictly  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  overcrowding  is  relatively  uncommon  in  this 
district,  and  is  mainly  due  to  a  single  large  family  occupying 
a  cottage  with  only  two  bedrooms.  Eight  instances  of 
overcrowding  were  met  with  during  the  year,  and  abatement 
resulted  in  6.  In  the  case  of  the  remaining  2  there  was  no 
better  accommodation  available  in  the  neighbourhood. 

(III)  (1)  Fitness  of  Houses.  Speaking  generally  and 
comparatively  the  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is 
satisfactory.  Among  the  588  houses  inspected  during  1920, 
the  main  defects  found  were  insufficient  ash  bins  in  253 
instances,  want  of  cleanliness  in  218,  dampness  in  113,  general 
want  of  repair  in  113,  nuisances  from  cesspools  in  66,  nuisances 
from  closets  in  50,  defective  drains  in  32,  inadequate  paving 
in  17,  and  insufficient  light  and  ventilation  of  rooms  in  12. 

(2)  Action  is  almost  invariably  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  and  not  the  Housing  Acts. 

(3) .  The  principal  difficulty  in  getting  defects 
attended  to  has  been  shortage  of  skilled  labour  and  finance. 
In  many  instances  it  has  been  necessary  to  give  owners  time 
up  to  a  period  of  six  months  to  carry  out  the  work. 

(4) .  The  conditions  as  to  water  supply,  closet 
accommodation  and  refuse  disposal  are  referred  to  in  other 
portions  of  this  report. 

(IV)  Unhealthy  Areas.  None  exist  in  the  district. 

(V)  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses  were  approved  by  the 
Eocal  Government  Board  in  1905.  These  require  walls  to  be 
constructed  of  “  good  bricks,  stone,  or  other  hard  and 
incombustible  material, ”  and  are  based  on  the  Model  Bye- 
Laws  of  the  period.  Some  relaxation,  principally  in  the 
matter  of  walls,  has  been  considered  desirable  under  existing 
conditions. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  in  the  district. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  with  regard  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds. 
Offences  caused  by  gipsies  are,  however,  not  usual  in  connect¬ 
ion  with  sanitary  matters. 
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APPENDICES. 

1.  General. 

Estimated  population,  1920  ...  ...  20,331 

General  death-rate,  1920  ...  ...  ...  10.8 

Death-rate  from  tuberculosis,  1920  ...  0.78 

Infantile  mortality7,  1920  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ...  4,788 

,,  ,,  working  class  dwelling  houses  ...  3,120 

„  „  new  working  class  dwellings  erected  8 

2.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

i.  Inspection : 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  588 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  588 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 

ii.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  ...  ...  ...  ...  271 

iii.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  by  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Secs.  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909  Nil. 

3.  Unhealthy  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 
bye-laws  erected  with  the  consent  of  the  Bocal  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 
Act,  1919. — The  Surveyor  informs  me  that  all  the 
dwellings  erected  during  the  year  “  more  or  less  comply 
with  the  Bye-laws/’ 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  Housing  Work.  The  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor  with  one  certificated  assistant.  The  work  in  general 
is  shared  by  both. 
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